
SOVEREIGNTY, SUFFERING, 

AND SYMPATHY

A Thematic Study in the Book of Job
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THE SOURCE OF JOB’S PROBLEMS



The Devil Made 

Me Do It!
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JOB’S AFFLICTIONS

Satan’s Challenge (1:6-11; 2:1-5)

The Lord’s Permission (1:12; 2:6)

Satan’s Implementation (1:13-19; 2:7-9)

Job’s Response (1:20-22; 2:10)
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KEY CONCEPTS: CAUSATION

“God from all eternity did, by the most wise 

and holy counsel of His own will, freely, and 

unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to 

pass: yet so, as thereby neither is God the 

author of sin, nor is violence offered to the 

will of the creatures, nor is the liberty or 

contingency of second causes taken away, but 

rather established.” (WCF 3.1)
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KEY CONCEPTS: CAUSATION

“Although, in relation to the foreknowledge 

and decree of God, the first Cause, all 

things come to pass immutably, and 

infallibly: yet, by the same providence, He 

ordereth them to fall out, according to the 

nature of second causes, either necessarily, 

freely, or contingently.” (WCF 5.2)
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KEY CONCEPTS: CAUSATION

“God in His ordinary providence 

maketh use of means, yet is free to 

work without, above, and against 

them at His pleasure.” (WCF 5.3)
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KEY CONCEPTS: NATURAL ABILITY

Natural ability is the ability 

to choose what we want
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KEY CONCEPTS: FREE WILL

“God hath endued the will of 

man with that natural liberty, 

that it is neither forced, nor by 

any absolute necessity of nature 

determined to good or evil.” 

(WCF 9.1)

8



KEY CONCEPTS: FATALISM

Fatalism is the belief that events 

are fixed in advance by 

impersonal forces and are 

effected regardless of means

9



KEY CONCEPTS: HARD DETERMINISM

Hard determinism, is the 

teaching that God has fixed in 

advance the ends and the means 

to those ends by His sovereign 

control apart from human 

freedom

10



KEY CONCEPTS: COMPATIBILISM

Compatibilism, or soft 

determinism, is the teaching 

that determinism is 

compatible with human 

freedom
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KEY CONCEPTS: INCOMPATIBILISM

Incompatibilism, or 

indeterminism, teaches that the 

will of man is not determined in 

any way and that free will is not 

compatible in any way with 

determinism
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KEY CONCEPTS: QUIZ
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PRINCIPLE #2: GOD IS IN

CONTROL OF

EVERYTHING
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GOD IS IN CONTROL OF EVERYTHING

Satan’s Limitations

Layers of Causation

–Who caused what?

–How do we know?

–What is the practical import for us?

Responsibility
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RESPONSIBILITY

“the Bible certainly does not proceed on the 

assumption that the divine decree is 

inconsistent with the free agency of man.  It 

clearly reveals that God has decreed the free 

acts of man, but also that the actors are none 

the less free and therefore responsible for 

their acts” (Louis Berkhof, Systematic 

Theology, 106)
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